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trigues to obtain the votes of the electors assembled at
Frankfort. But Rudolph of Hapsburg is chosen instead,
and is crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle. As prince of the em-
pire, Ottokar is summoned to Nuremberg, to render hom-
age to the new emperor. He refuses to go, nor does he
heed a second summons to Augsburg. Rudolph thereupon
despatches the burgrave of Nuremberg to demand of Mia
the restoration of the provinces of Austria and Styria, to
which he has no title after having repudiated Margaret.
The nobles of Austria and Styria, tired of Ottokar's
tyranny, rally around the emperor. Ottokar attempts to
check their defection and seizes some as hostages. Ru-
dolph descends the Danube, everywhere hailed with joy.
Austrians and Styrians join him in the siege of Vienna.
Its burgomaster, Paltram, a partisan of Ottokar, is forced
by the inhabitants to surrender the town to Rudolph.
Ottokar is furious at the news. His chancellor, Bishop
Braun of Olmiitz, seeks to bring about a reconciliation be-
tween the two monarchs, and Ottokar finally listens to his
advice. He goes to Vienna, and, kneeling before Rudolph,
is invested by him with the crowns of Bohemia and
Moravia, after he has renounced his claim to the provinces
brought to him by Margaret in marriage. On his return to
Prague, Queen Kunigunde loads him with, reproaches for
having thus humbled himself before his rival. Stung by
her insults, he swears to retrieve himself in her eyes, and
tears the treaty of peace concluded with Rudolph. His
courtiers vainly attempt to dissuade him from his pur-
pose, although he recognizes that in declaring war against
Rudolph he decrees his own ruin. He meets the imperial
army on the banks of the river March. Rudolph's soldiers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